YOUR NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE FORECAST
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Analyze current conditions Examine various computer models esign the official forecast

- What Is happening now? - Which model best handles current weather? - Graphically design forecast every 12 hrs
- What's causing current weather? - What's the consensus forecast for all models? - Generate text and tables from graphics
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INTERPRETING NWS FORECASTS

Common NWS Public Forecast “Apparent” Temperature Rain Chances/Amounts What does “chance of rain”’ mean?
Watches, Warnings, Advisories N

- — Impact of other conditions on how a = B '
D W o e temperature “feels” to exposed skin. =

Product Name Definition Winter Storm Watch Potential for severe winter weather conditions
within the watch area during the next 24-36 hour

Dense Fog Advisory Widespread visibilities < % mile in fog period.
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o TABLE 3.4 Heat Index
Wind-Chill Equivalent Temperature (°C)* ‘ Temperature (°F)
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: = Probability of Measurable Rain

2 Heat Index 110-114° F : Winter Storm Warnin Severe winter weather corjditions (2+ in;hes of
Heat Advisory Etentlad to nighthime if min = 76 " F g snow wiin B hours, heavy ice accumulation)

expected or likely during the next 12-24 hour pd.
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Excessive Heat Warning Heat Index = 115 ° F | . |
3 Winter Weather Adviso Hazardous, but not necessarily life threatening,
Viéidespredd rost cxpected : ry winter weather conditions (light ice or snow

Frost Advisory SE Ga: Issued until the first hard freeze, | accumulations) expected in next 12-24 hour pd.
then resume after March 15t
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ice accumulations expected in next 12-24 hour
period.

WIND SPEED (KM/HR)
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Temperature = 32 ° F for 2 2 hours
(watch=possible; warning=imminent)

SE Ga: Issued until the first hard freeze, Ice Storm Warning Potentially life-threatening accumulations of ice
then resume after March 15t ‘ expected in the next 12-24 hour period.

Hard Freeze Watch & Temperature < 27 ° F for = 2 hours

Warning (watch=possible; warning=imminent) Flood Watch Potential for excessive rainfall in the next 12-48
Wind speed 20-24 mph hour period that could produce river flooding, or

Lake Wind Advisory ir flooding in low-lying or poor drainage areas. e e oo
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Wind speed 25-39 mph hour period that could produce life-threatening e e
= flash flood conditions. i ] P

Wind t 40-57 h 2 ' . u " .
i SCTATRIGNAN S How windspeed makes How humidity makes
Wind speed sustained at 40 mph for 2 1 -
High Wind Warning v Tornado Watch ot v i s a2 a te m pe ratu re “fe e I ” _ a te m pe ratu re “fe e I ? _ EX p ecte d Raln fal I Amount

=7 —14.1 —34.1

a2y
=
2
3=
E
=
T
@
z
e
T
@
n:

5:7a=10. —14.5 —34.8

Freeze Watch & Warning
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= & It’s the probability of measurable rainfall, at least
|| T 0.01 inch, during the specified 12- hr period.

“Dark blue shaded areas rep conditions where frostbite occurs in 30 minutes or less. Likelihood of Heat Dis orders with Prolonged Exposure or Streuous Activity
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Wind Advisory

Any non-convective wind gust 2 58 mph period.




